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A tiqht job market

Orange County’s lowest-in-California unemployment rate sounds
great, unless you happen to be an employer looking for seasonal staff.

By MICHELE HIMMELBERG
THE ORAMGE COUNTY REGISTER

Employers are courting sea-
sonal workers with extra fervor
this vear as new government
figures released Friday show
that Orange County has the
lowest unemployment rate in
the state.

The Disneyvland Resort, the
county's largest employer, is of-
fering free trips, fancy dinners
and plush hotel stays to its em-
ployees if they can entice new
workers to carry the company

“It's very
challenging
this year."
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through the holiday season.
That's on top of the regular £50
cash bonus for referrals.

The referral bonuses are just
one step Disney has taken to dig
deep into Orange County’'s mea-

ger labor pool to find workers.
Thiz vear, the company plans to

hire hundreds more people than |
if it can find |

in years past -
them - to keep up with the vis-
itors who are expected to join
its 50th anniversary celebra-
tion.

Retailers such as Mervyn's,

Best Buy and The Limited also |

are competing for seasonal
workers, who can take their

pick of seagonal jobs in a county |

with 3.6 percent unemploy-
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f Jobless rate falls
Orange County’s unemployment rate fell
to 3.6 percent in September. 5 ae,
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For breaking news, go to:
www.ocregister.com

—© THIS SECTION |
Wilma hits Mexican coast,
may hit Florida on Monday

O Storm « Hurricane Wilma tore into Mexico's
rezort-studded Mayan Riviera with torrential
rains and shrieking winds, stranding thousands of
tourists in hotels. The storm is expected to arrive
in Florida sometime Monday. News 23

gy O Abortion * Some studies in-
.I.'dmi. | dicate the passage of Prop. 73 could
lead to pregnant minors traveling
outside of California to get
abortions without having to notify their parents.

—@ NATION & WORLD |

Action sought on U.N. report

® Assassination » President George W, Bush
zaid the ULN. should deal quickly and seriously

with a report implicating Syria in the assassina-



